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It was at this moment, when a mood of doubt and hesitancy was
seizing even the sober and the thoughtful that Mr. Bhupendranath
Basu wrote to Pherozeshah asking for an expression of his views on
the proposed re-union of the parties. The reply was in the nature of
a bomb-shell thrown in the camp of the Extremists. It was a crush-
ing exposure of all the fallacies, misrepresentations and disingenuous
arguments which were clouding the real issue, and was an inspiring
call to the timid and the wavering to stand fast by their convictions.
It started with a defence of the Creed of the Congress, which had
been attacked in various quarters:
The events which took place in Nagpur and Surat, and the
circumstances under which the Congress broke up in Surat make
it now absolutely essential that the unwritten law on which the
Congress was based from the very commencement, namely, that
it was to be a legal and constitutional movement carried on by
our organization which loyally accepted British rule, should be
now put in express words, at once clear and unambiguous, un-
assailable by any such dialectical chicanery as was practised in the
last Congress on the Boycott resolution, when the words agreed to
as meaning one thing were attempted to be explained into an-
other and a very different thing. It is no use shutting one's eyes
to the fact within our own knowledge, (I can speak with authority
as regards so-called Extremist leaders in the Bombay Presidency)
that some secretly cherish the idea of using the Congress for aims
and methods not altogether constitutional. It is impossible, there-
fore, to let any doubt exist as to the character of the Congress
organization and movement.
The letter next referred to the question of the much-debated
Calcutta Resolutions, the ostensible cause of ail the woes of the
Surat Congress. It was the little game of the party headed by Tilak
and Bepin Chandra Pal to pretend all along that these resolutions
were in danger, and that the Moderates cherished die dark design of
getting out of them at the earliest possible opportunity. They kept the
cry up, with a cheerful disregard of the facts, even after the Surat
split, and they were now demanding guarantees from prominent